
Tutorial 4 – CS232 - Tables

Text Tables

Fixed-Width Fonts

Using a fixed-width font, most systems contain the Courier font which is fixed-width, i.e. each character is the same width.  Using a fixed-width font it is possible to enter text that will line up in a tabular fashion.  This technique has its weaknesses.  The table is not resized when the browser window width is changed.  Non-breaking spaces &nbsp; must be used to force out extra spaces.

<pre> tag

Wrapping the <pre> preformatted tag around text will display the text in a fixed-width font and white space within the pre tag will not be ignored, unlike html in general.

<Table>,<tr>,<td> Tags

<html>

<body>


<table border="1">



<tr>




<td>Cell 1</td>




<td>Cell 2</td>   




<td>Cell 3</td>



</tr>



<tr> 




<td>Cell 4</td>




<td>Cell 5</td>




<td>Cell 6</td>



</tr> 


</table>

</body>

</html>
[image: image1.png]wonk - o - @ [ ] Qoewch
address [E] 7] @0 | ks | worton antvs 151 -

Search - More?

Cell 1[Cell 2[Cell 3
Cell4[Cell 5[Cell 6

|
P

[@voe [ [ [ S conpuer





The table tag defines a table.  Each row in a table is defined by a <tr> tag.  Each table cell is defined by a <td> (table data) tag.

The number of columns is determined by the number of cells within a row in the table.

<th> Tag

The <th> tag is very similar to the <tr> tag except that the row data is displayed bold and centered.  There are several ways of doing this without using the <th> tag.

<thead>, <tfoot>, <tbody> tags

These tags defined row groups.  These are primarily relevant with tables that span pages.  These aren’t everyday tags.

<caption> tag

<caption align=”top”> if included within a table tag will display a caption above the table.  Not commonly used.  This can be done in other ways.

Borders

<Table border=”3”> creates a border around and within the table with a thickness of 3.pixels.

----------------------- Stopping point on 9/28/2004  end of Session 4.1--------------------

Spacing

Cell spacing may be specified to control space between cells using

<table cellspacing=”4”>

Cell padding may be specified to control the space between the data in a cell and the edge of the cell.

<table cellpadding=”3”>

Frames and Rules

<table frame=”void”> shows a table with grid lines inside but not outside the table.  The frame attribute of the table tag allows control of the location of borders.  Experiment with the various frame attribute values shown in the text book.  Box is the default.  Please don’t confuse table frames with the concept of frames discussed in Tutorial 5.

Table Size

You can set the overall size of the table to be in absolute terms or percentages, for example:

<table width=”500” height=”300”> will produce a table 500 by 300 pixels in size.

<table width=”50%”> will produce a table that uses 50% of the browser window’s horizontal space.  

As the browser’s window size is changed, the table width will change to maintain its 50% width.

Cell Size

Cells’s may be sized (td or th tag) using the same absolute or percentages as tables.  Cell’s will resize dynamically (if possible) if percentages are used.  Certain elements, elements for example,don’t use word-wrap so they can’t be reduced in size beyond the size of the image by setting the width of a table cell including an image.

<table>

  <tr>

    <td width=”50”>

    <td>

  </tr>

   <tr>

    <td width=”50”>

    <td>

  </tr>

</table>

This table will include 2 rows with 2 columns each.  The first column will be 50 pixels wide, the second column will be able to use as much space as it needs to accommodate the data in it.

Table Alignment

Tables are aligned on the page using the align attribute.

<table align=”center’>

Cell Alignment

Certain data, such as numeric data, should be right justified. This is easily done with the td tag attribute align.

<td align=”right”> other values are left and center

By default data in a row is center justified vertically.  This is usually fine but when the data in various columns occupies a different number of lines it can result in a hard to read table.   This situation occurs when some values are longer than other values and those values wrap and the shorter values do not.

<td valign=”top”> other values are bottom and middle

Spanning Rows and Columns

It is possible to have some rows in your column have a  varying number of rows and columns with a varying number of columns.  You should be warned that the use of the colspan and rowspan attributes of the td tag is tricky and difficult to use.  I only use this technique when I absolutely must.  Nested tables presented later in this session are an alternative that is sometimes available and a little more straightforward conceptually.

Table Colors

Tables and table cells (Tds) may each have a background color using a bgcolor attribute just like the body tag.

We discussed earlier that table borders may be set.  Their color may be set using bordercolor and bordercolorlight attributes.  Bordercolor and bordercolor light allow you to show the border and the border drop shadow in different colors.
Nested Tables

Table Size

Ordinarily table cell sizes are automatically determined by the browser based on the length of the data in cells.  For simple tables the automatic sizing is frequently acceptable.
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